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CHAPTER 184
FAMILY SUPPORT SUBSIDY PROGRAM

PREAMBLE

The purpose of this chapter is to define and structure the family support subsidy program.  This pro-
gram is designed to assist families in staying together by defraying some of the costs of caring for a
child with special needs living at home.

441—184.1(225C)  Definitions.
“Department” means the department of human services.
“Family” means a family member and the parent or legal guardian of the family member.
“Family member” means a person less than 18 years of age who by educational determination has a

moderate, severe, or profound educational handicap or special health care needs or who otherwise
meets the definition of developmental disability in the federal Developmental Disabilities Act, Section
102(5), as codified in 42 U.S.C. 6001(5).

“Home” means the home of the parent or legal guardian of the family member.
“Legal guardian” means a person appointed by a court to exercise powers over a family member.
“Parent” means a biological or adoptive parent.
“Supplemental security income (SSI)” means financial assistance provided to individuals pursuant

to Title XVI of the federal Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. Sections 1381 to 1383c.

441—184.2(225C)  Eligibility r equirements.  A child shall be eligible for the family support subsidy
program if funds are available and all of the following requirements are met:

184.2(1)   The child meets the definition of family member.
184.2(2)   Rescinded IAB 6/27/90, effective 7/1/90.
184.2(3)   The child is currently residing in the applicant’s home, or there is a discharge plan for the

child to return home in the next 60 calendar days.
184.2(4)   The family resides in the state of Iowa.
184.2(5)   The family’s net taxable income for the calendar year immediately preceding the date of

application did not exceed $40,000 unless it can be verified that their estimated taxable income for the
year in which the application is made will be less than $40,000.

184.2(6)   The applicant agrees that, if the child receives Medicaid, the subsidy shall only be used for
the cost of services which are not covered by Medicaid.

441—184.3(225C)  Application process.  Applications for the family support subsidy program may
be obtained at the local office of the department in the county in which the family resides.  Arrange-
ments shall be made through the local office for the parent or legal guardian to meet with a trained
volunteer or staff person to respond to questions.

184.3(1)   A parent or legal guardian who wishes to apply shall complete Form 470-2526, Applica-
tion for Family Support Subsidy, and provide the following verification for each family member for
whom application is being made:

a. Verification of the family’s net taxable income for the previous calendar year, or estimated in-
come for the current year.
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b. Verification of educational or health care needs.
(1) If the child has undergone an educational evaluation and by educational determination has a

moderate, severe, or profound educational handicap or special health care needs, either the child’s
school principal, local superintendent of schools or the director of special education for the area educa-
tion association, or any person so designated by the above individuals, shall complete the educational
sign-off portion of Form 470-2526, Application for Family Support Subsidy.

(2) If the child has not undergone an educational evaluation and, therefore, the parents or guard-
ians are unable to obtain signatures on the educational sign-off portion of Form 470-2526, then the
medical sign-off portion of Form 470-2526 shall be utilized.  When using the medical sign-off portion
of Form 470-2526, the doctor completing the form shall be familiar with the child and the definition of
developmental disability as defined in the federal Developmental Disabilities Act, Section 102(5), as
codified in 42 U.S.C. 6001(5), which is contained on the form itself.  In addition, the doctor shall be a
doctor of medicine (M.D.) or a doctor of osteopathic medicine and surgery (D.O.) and licensed to prac-
tice in the doctor’s state of residence.

184.3(2)   The date of application is the date that Form 470-2526 and all verifications specified in
subrule 184.3(1) are received in the local office of the department.  Application materials shall be pro-
cessed in the office within two working days of receipt.  Obtaining verifications is the responsibility of
the applicant.

184.3(3)   A determination of eligibility shall be made within 15 working days after the completed
application and required verification are received by the department.

184.3(4)   After funds appropriated for this purpose are obligated, pending applications will be de-
nied by the district office.  A denial shall require a notice of decision to be mailed within ten calendar
days following the determination that funds have been obligated.  The notice shall state that the appli-
cant meets eligibility requirements but no funds are available and that the applicant will be placed on
the waiting list, or that the applicant does not meet eligibility requirements.  Applicants not awarded
funding who meet the eligibility requirements will be placed on a statewide waiting list according to
the order in which the completed applications and verification were received by the local office.  In the
event that more than one application is received at one time, families shall be entered on the waiting list
on the basis of the day of the month of the child’s birthday, lowest number being first on the waiting list.
Any subsequent tie shall be decided by the month of birth, January being month one and the lowest
number.

441—184.4(225C)  Family support services plan.
184.4(1)   The special needs of the child and the family for the subsidy, and the resources available to

meet those needs shall be identified on the application form.
184.4(2)   The applicant shall agree that the subsidy will be used to meet the special needs identified

in the plan or other special needs of the child and family.
184.4(3)  Families shall retain the greatest possible flexibility in determining use of the subsidy,

except a parent or legal guardian who receives aid to dependent children shall not use the subsidy to
meet the basic needs of the family as defined in 441—subrule 41.8(2) or the special needs as defined in
441—subrule 41.8(3).  In addition, if the child receives Medicaid, the subsidy shall only be used for the
cost of services which are not covered by Medicaid.
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441—184.5(225C)  Approval.  Rescinded IAB 6/27/90, effective 7/1/90.  Subrule 184.5(3) trans-
ferred to 184.3(4).

441—184.6(225C)  Amount of subsidy payment.  Families approved for payment shall receive an
ongoing monthly payment which is equal to the maximum supplemental security income payment
available in Iowa in effect at the beginning of each state fiscal year for an adult recipient living in the
home of another.  In addition, a one-time lump-sum advance payment of twice the monthly amount
may be paid to the parent or legal guardian whose family member will be returning home for the pur-
pose of preparing for in-home care.  An approved subsidy shall be payable as of the first of the month
following approval.  A notice of decision stating that the application is approved shall be sent within
two working days of the approval.  The notice shall state the date payments will begin, the amount of
monthly payments, and, if different, the amount of the first payment.

441—184.7(225C)  Redetermination of eligibility.
184.7(1)   The department shall send an application packet, which shall include instructions and

necessary forms for verification of continuing eligibility, to all recipients of subsidy payments at least
30 calendar days prior to the deadline date for annual redetermination of eligibility.  The completed
Form 470-2526, Application for Family Support Subsidy, and required verification materials shall be
submitted annually to the Department of Human Services, Division of MH/MR/DD, Hoover State Of-
fice Building, Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0114.  If the signed application and verification of continuing
eligibility are not received by the division by the last working day of the renewal month, the family’s
subsidy shall be terminated.

184.7(2)   When funding allows additional individuals to be added to the subsidy program, they
shall be taken from the statewide waiting list, and their eligibility shall be redetermined at that time.  An
application packet, which includes instructions and necessary forms for verification of continuing eli-
gibility, shall be sent to these families for completion and returned to the Department of Human Ser-
vices, Division of MH/MR/DD, Hoover State Office Building, Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0114, within
timelines specified by the department.  If the signed application and verification of continuing eligibil-
ity are not received by the timeline specified by the department, the family’s name shall be dropped
from consideration for receipt of the subsidy payments.

441—184.8(225C)  Termination of subsidy payments.
184.8(1)   The family support subsidy shall terminate at the end of the month in which any of the

following occur and a notice shall be sent which states the reason for the termination:
a. The family member dies.
b. The family no longer meets one or more of the eligibility criteria outlined in rule

441—184.2(225C).
c. The parent or legal guardian has failed to provide information required for redetermination of

eligibility as outlined in rule 441—184.7(225C).
d. No funds appropriated for this purpose are available.
184.8(2)   The parent or legal guardian is required to report to the local office within ten working

days any changes which may affect eligibility.  Failure to do so may result in responsibility for repay-
ment of funds and termination of the subsidy.
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184.8(3)   If funds are not sufficient to cover payments for all persons on the subsidy, persons will be
terminated from the subsidy in inverse order to the dates they began receiving payments, i.e., the last
person to be added on to the subsidy being the first person to be removed.  The person terminated will
move back to the waiting list with the person’s original application date dictating the person’s position
as stated in subrule 184.3(4).  The division of MH/MR/DD is responsible for notifying the persons who
will be removed from the subsidy for this reason.

441—184.9(225C)  Appeals.  The parent or legal guardian of the child may appeal a denial of an ap-
plication or termination of the subsidy payment pursuant to 441—Chapter 7.

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code sections 225C.35 to 225C.42.
[Filed emergency 12/8/88—published 12/28/88, effective 12/8/88]
[Filed 3/9/89, Notice 12/28/88—published 4/5/89, effective 6/1/89]

[Filed emergency 6/8/90—published 6/27/90, effective 7/1/90]
[Filed 8/8/90, Notice 6/27/90—published 9/5/90, effective 11/1/90]

[Filed 12/6/91, Notice 10/2/91—published 12/25/91, effective 2/1/92]


